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President’s Message
It is hard to believe that summer is ending and we are 

welcoming fall! I would like to wish all students and 
educators a fun, safe, and successful school year.

The Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Scavenger Hunt 
on September 19 is going to be a great event that you 
will not want to miss! Be sure to see the flyer on the 
front page for all the details.

We will also have  new pub hours on Sundays. 
Starting September 13, the pub will open at 12:30 p.m., 
just in time for the 1p.m. Browns games. Come on out, 
enjoy some tasty food and drinks, and watch the game 
with friends!

Please feel free to reach out to me or any board 
member if you are interested in chairing an event or 
would simply like to volunteer.  Our volunteers are 
what keep our organization going, and we deeply 
appreciate everyone who gives their time and support.

See you at the Club.
Mary Alice 

SE Ireland Tour for 9 days 
Join us on our 34th trip to Ireland 

October 2 – 11, 2027 
$3,999 per person (Single supplement $955) Land only Price 

With Ireland Experts Tom & Debra Fitzgerald 
of Fitzgerald Tours 

Ireland Tour Includes 
8 Nights First Class Accommodations 

Transportation by Motorcoach with Driver/Guide 
Pre-Departure Party at Fitzgerald’s 

Itinerary includes:  Most meals. Brownshill Dolmen, megalithic portal tomb, it is reputed to 
be the heaviest in Europe.  We will visit family run businesses, gardens, JFK Homestead, 

Lusitania Museum & Signal Tower, visit Kilkenny Castle, and learn about your Irish ancestry 
at the Dunbrody Emigrant Ship.  We have a food tour in Kinsale.  Kinsale is widely 

celebrated as Ireland's "Gourmet Capital" and is certainly a top contender for the best food 
in the country.  Overnights in Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Kinsale and Ennis. 

Group Size Limited  Reserve Today! 

Check our website for a tour to Poland, April 30-May 9 

Full itinerary and details at www.FitzgeraldTours.com 

 

Contact:   
Debra Fitzgerald  
Fitzgerald Tours 
12396 Summerwood Dr 
Painesville, OH  44077 
(440) 796-3529   
FitzTours@gmail.com
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Padraic Pearse Center

Book Buzz
Bonnie Easton

Here are a few new books for you this month.
Westerly: A Novel by Susan Donovan Bernhard 

tells the story of two young sisters who are refugees 
from Germany. They are sent to Ireland as World War 
II is ending as part of a foster care program called 
Operation Shamrock, and Europe is recovering from 
the war. Fifty years later, an Irish newspaper clipping 
threatens to topple the life of the Sullivan family in 
a farmhouse in Maine. They must bring their family 
back together again and face the secrets that threaten 
to tear them apart.

Away with the Fairies by Leoma Retan is aimed at 
8 to 13-year-olds and offers them tales of a journey 
through danger, folklore, and surprises, with meetings 
with leprechauns, and fairies along the way. Lots of 
magic here, but leprechauns aren’t always happy 
beings and fairies are not necessarily weak and tiny 
beings.

Irish Mythology for Teens: Enthralling Tales and 
Legends from Ancient Ireland by Billy Wellman 
presents stories of Irish heroes, like Cu Chulainn 
and Fionn Cumhaill, leprechauns, banshees, and St. 
Brigid. 

The Famine Orphans by Patricia Falvey (The Yellow 
House) tells readers about 4,000 young women from 
all over Ireland who board ships for Australia in 1848. 
They have an opportunity to find work as domestic 
servants. Most were orphans and all had spent time in 
workhouses. The unstated purpose of the project was 
to “domesticate” the men who had been sent there 
as convicts and encourage them to marry and create 
settlements in the new land. One of the women is Kate 
Gilvarry who came from a workhouse to work for a 
demanding Englishwoman before marrying a farmer 
and joining him in the lonely life of the Outback with 
its oppressive heat and drought.

Anne Enright (The Gathering, a Booker Prize 
Winner) is a prolific Irish writer of novels, short stories, 
and essays. She is considered one of Ireland’s greatest 
living writers. Her latest publication is Attention: 

Writing on Life, Art, and the World. These thirty 
essays have been collected from her thirty year-career 
with observations and insights on politics, society, 
and literary criticism from a feminine viewpoint.

Irish Times list of Best Books of the 21st century 
countdown: 35-31: Trespasses by Louise Kennedy, 
Again, Rachel by Marian Keyes, Foster by Claire 
Keegan, Room by Emma Donoghue, Nora by Nuala 
O’Connor.

   Happy Reading!

HE SAID. . .SHE SAID. . .
Donna Baioni and The Membership

Jim Burke, September 1; Fast Eddie, September 
2; Dave Klepcyk, September 5; Jo (Dolly) Giroux, 
September 8; Mary Clarkin, September 8; Ellen 
Conkey Forquer, September 9; Christin Carroll 
& Jimmy Campbell, September 10; Rosie 
Geisweidt, September, 11; Julie Campbell, & 
Maureen Mohney, September 12; Katie Giancola, 
September 14; Casey McCullough, September 
15; Mary K Joyce, & Pat Mannerino, September 
16; Mike Burke, September 16; Bob Turk, 
September 20; Maggie Conway, September 21; 
Colleen Durkin Llamas, Emilo Llinas, & DeAnna 
Robare; September 24; Jack Murphy, Tom Boyle, 
Barbara Wagner & Kathy Dowd, September 28; 
Sr. Maureen Burke & Rita Kilroy, September 30.

Happy Anniversary to Dave & Mary Stack; John 
& Christin Carroll, Sept 1; Amy & Tom Gallagher, 
September 4; Danny & Emily Elliot, September 9; 
Belated 30th Anniversary to Kristy & Ben Neylon, 
July 27.

Linda Walsh, Michael & Martha Byrne, Debbie 
Arth & Pam Curiale, are off to Florida for a 
September vacation. The Corrigan & Byrne families 
have returned from Camp Christopher Family Camp.

Kella Pingstock is safe at Lake Erie College. Tim 
Neary, her grandmother, requests that you keep an 
eye on her. 

Our sympathy to the families of Jane Sweeney, 
Rita Kilroy, and Denny Potter.

Please keep Pat Coyne and Bill Homan in your 
prayers.



SEPTEMBER 2026� 7

HEADLINES and DEADLINES
  If you would like to submit an article for The Schanachie, the deadline 
for the October  issue is September  7. You may continue to send your 
articles to the Club or you may email them to Schanachie@gmail.com. 
Submission time is not the only criteria for inclusion and we reserve 
the right to edit due to content and space. If you have any questions 
call Ann Turk at 440.724.0968 or Mary Alice Curran at 440.665.8110.

Monthly Membership Meetings
Members are allowed to bring a

dessert for the monthly meetings.
Month
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE

Letter
A & B
C & D
E & F
G, H & I
J, K & L
M

Month
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Letter
N & O
P, Q & R
S
T, U & V
W, X, Y & Z
All Members

Club Rental Information
The Irish American Club East Side is available for gatherings of all sizes. We can 
host your party, shower, luncheon, wedding, banquet, or fundraiser. The upper hall 
can accommodate up to 500 people depending on setup. The lower level Phil Walsh 
Cabaret Room can seat up to 130 guests. If you wish to rent the Phil Walsh Cabaret 
Room you may bring in your own food or you have the option of using one of our 
club caterers. To reserve either the upper hall or the Phil Walsh Cabaret Room, 
contact Mary McCluskey at 216.978.4926, Linnea Meaney at 216.870.9404.

“In Memoriam” Plaque
   In the lower hall there is an “In Memoriam” Plaque with 
the names of deceased members of the Club listed. If you 
have a friend or loved one that was a member of the Club 
and has passed away and you would like their name to be 
included on this Plaque, you can send their name and a check 
for $50 made out to the Irish American Club: or you can 
contact Linda Walsh at 216.538.1358.

Membership Has Its Privileges
There were 95 members signed in at the August 10, 2026 meeting.
If you paid your dues, but are not receiving The Schanachie, 

contact Membership Secretary, Kathleen Hatcher 216.272.9973. 
The Schanachie is available online on the Club website 
(eastsideirish.org) and on our Facebook page (IACES). 

If you have a child 18 years old coming off your membership, we 
have a student membership $20 per year.

 Welcome New Members: Samuel Wirsing, Kara Thomas, 
Bridget Thomas, Thomas Wilson, Karen Cowling, Mary Anne 
Degrandis-Baucco, Michael Cullen, Steven & Michele Racutt, 
Tony & Karen Poecking, Michael & Diane Jamieson, John 
Pallenik, Lance Greene.

AUG monthly
drawing

Member Eileen Baur #412 was not present at the August 10, 
2026 membership meeting and did not win $1,158. Attend  the 
September 14 meeting and sign in for a chance to WIN $1,425.
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Mary Alice Curran, Chairman

Editor: Ann Turk (440.724.0968)
Circulation: Pat Homan (440.946.6232)

Contributing Editors: Donna Baioni, Karen Hansen
        Rosemary Nugent, Brigid Gurry
Graphic Artist: Wes D. Feathers

Executive Board Members 2026-2027

Club Website:
www.eastsideirish.org

Irish American Club: 216.731.4003
Pub: 216.731.1189

Club Fax: 216.731.6120
WiFi: Username-Irish American Club Guest

Password: Guinness@22770
Schanachie: schanachie@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/IACES/

Mary Alice Curran� 440.665.8110
Linda Carney	�  216.316.3962
Christine Mahaffey� 216.633.9091
Bill Cervenik� 216.314.7942
Kathleen Hatcher� 216.272.9973
Nancy Swidas� 440.227.1423
Robert Hill	�  440.571.2572
Jackie Preto Brennan	 216.233.2067
Sean Koltiska	 440.666.9046

President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Members at Large

Sunshine Club
If you know of a member who is sick or if there has been 
a death in the family, Mary Kay Malone, Chairperson 
of the Sunshine Club, will try and send a card on behalf 
of the Club. You can contact Mary Kay at 216.337.4356 
or send her an e-mail mkm1159@yahoo.com with the 
member’s information.

Pub Hours for Fall & Winter
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

CLOSED
CLOSED

6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm

12:30 pm - 11 pm
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www.daggsasphalt.com

 
 
 

Construction Company 
992 E. 185th St, Cleveland 

  
“The Gentlemen Roofers” 
gentlemenroofers@gmail.com 

McMahon-Coyne-Vitantonio

Funeral
HomesVMC

440-942-0700
www.MCVFuneralHomes.com

Mickey Coyne
Tony Vitantonio

Kevin Coyne

Willoughby  •  Mentor,
The Abbey of Willoughby

3 Convenient Loca ons
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Schanachie_Ad-MCV.ai   1   2/11/2025   4:32:01 PMSchanachie_Ad-MCV.ai   1   2/11/2025   4:32:01 PM

440-954-9030

Everything Irish & More

38015 Euclid Ave. Willoughby OH 44094

www.PlantMagicFlorist.com www.MyShamrockShop.com

2 stores in 1 convenient location 

Michelle Morgan - owner and operator
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Hibernian News
Friendship Unity Christian Charity

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is the oldest and largest Irish-Catholic national organization fostering friendship, unity, 
and Christian charity among its members, and promoting the enduring principles of Irish heritage and nationality.

Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH): Bluestone Division #3, Cuyahoga County 
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH): Deirfiur of Charity Division #11

Bluestone Division News: 
Congratulations to Financial Secretary, Robert M. Fitzgerald, the 2026 Bluestone Division Hibernian of the Year. 

Upcoming Events: 
St. Malachi Church Run/Walk — Saturday, March 14, 2026  
Volunteers are needed throughout the entire week leading up to the Run, as well as on race day.  You do not need 
to participate in the race to volunteer — just bring your helping spirit and support the Malachi Ministries that serve our 
neighbors in need.  
Sponsorship opportunities are also available.  
Contact: Sharon Lowe-Chapman • runstmalachi@outlook.com • (440) 666-8699  
Help Set a Guinness World Record  
Largest Sports Kilt Run/Walk — Be Part of History!  
Run or walk in this beloved Irish tradition.  All participants receive an official race kilt as they attempt a world-record-
breaking sports kilt run/walk!  
Event Highlights 
2-Mile or 5-Mile Run/Walk  

• 8:00 AM Mass to begin the day.  
• Post-Race Hooley Trail — includes 1 complimentary craft beer at participating Ohio City establishments.  
• Irish entertainment: Ever Green, Bagpipes & Irish Dancing  
• Race Swag: Kilt • T-Shirt • Medal • Beer.  

Register or learn more at StMalachiChurchRun.com.  

2026 Cleveland St Patrick’s Day Parade – Tuesday, March 17, 2026 – 1:04pm 
The Bluestone Division and Deirfiur of Charity Division will march at the end of the X division with other AOH and 
LAOH Cleveland Divisions, including special guests and the Bluestone Division Hibernian of the Year.  

Hibernian Mass – St John Cathedral – Sunday, March 22, 2026 – 11am Mass 
Located at 1007 Superior Ave, Cleveland Ohio 44114   Please arrive 15 minutes prior to start of Mass and bagpiper will 
process us into church. Brunch to follow at Flat Iron Café, Center Street, East Bank of the Flats, across from the Great 
Hunger Memorial 

Food Collection Reminder: The Deirfiur of Charity Division is collecting non-perishable food items for the Loaves 
and Fishes Food Pantry at St. John of the Cross Church in Euclid. Items of greatest need include cereal, pasta, canned 
meat, and peanut butter. Collection boxes are available at the Irish American Club—East Side. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING AOH BLUESTONE DIVISION? Monthly meetings for members only are held the 
third Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Irish American Club—East Side (upper hall). Annual membership dues are 
$50 (free membership for college students or over the age of 70). Contact: Bob Mullin, President, 216-538-7035 or 
bobbymulls@yahoo.com 

INTERESTED IN JOINING DEIRFIUR OF CHARITY DIVISION? Monthly LAOH meetings for members only 
are held the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Irish American Club—East Side (lower hall). Annual 
membership dues are $30. Contact: Sarah O’Brien, President, 216-337-9004 or obriendirk@gmail.com

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is the oldest and largest Irish-Catholic national organization 
fostering friendship, unity, and Christian charity among its members, and promoting the 

enduring principles of Irish heritage and nationality. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH): Bluestone Division

INTERESTED IN JOINING AOH BLUESTONE DIVISION?  
Monthly meetings for members only are held the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the 
Irish American Club—East Side (upper hall). Annual membership dues are $50 (free 
membership for college students or over the age of 70) Contact: Bob Mullin, President, 
216-538-7035 or bobbymulls@yahoo.com 

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH): Deirfiur of Charity Division

 
LAOH Ohio Representatives attending the National Convention in Omaha, Nebraska 

SAVE THE DATE: The next Poor Man’s Raffle will be held Tuesday, September 22 in the 
lower level of IACES. More details coming soon. 

Feminine Hygiene Collection: The Deirfiur of Charity Division is collecting pasta, peanut 
butter or any kind of boxed or bagged potatoes (mashed, scalloped, au gratin) for the Loaves 
and Fishes Center at St. John of the Cross in Euclid. Donations can be dropped at IACES or 
contact Mary Jo Gurry at maryjogurry@gmail.com.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING LAOH DEIRFIUR OF CHARITY DIVISION? 
Monthly LAOH meetings for members only are held the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm 
at IACES (lower hall). Annual membership dues are $30.  
Contact: Sarah O’Brien, President, 216-337-9004 or obriendirk@gmail.com
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Celebrating Irish traditions since 1957
Volunteers Welcome

Contact clefeispres@gmail.com if interested in volunteering
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