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Padraic Pearse Center

Book Buzz 
Bonnie Easton

Colm Toibin (Brooklyn, Long Island) offers a new 
novella, A Long Winter. The story is set in the Pyrenees 
Mountains of Spain. Miguel returns home from two 
years of military service, and his younger brother will 
leave for his service in a week. Their mother’s behavior 
has become erratic, leaving Miguel to conclude that she 
has been drinking. After an argument with her husband, 
his mother leaves the house for the mountains just as 
the snow arrives, and she does not return in the spring. 
Her family is left to imagine her fate through the long, 
cold winter.

Between the Lines by Evelyn Riley is set in Northern 
Ireland in the 1970s where the population is divided 
between green and orange. Angela lives in a very 
strict household with her adoptive mother. She sees 
an escape route with Stevie whose home is totally 
different from hers and runs away. Several years later, 
she contemplates whether to take a chance at a reunion 
and confront her past. Can you go home again? 

For more teenage coming-of-age teenage angst, there 
is Sunburn: A Novel by Chloe Michelle Howarth 
featuring 15-year-old Lucy in the 1990s who doesn’t 
feel her future lies in marriage and motherhood, but she 
is drawn to her school friend Susannah in a conservative 
Irish village. She is pulled in two different directions at 
the end of the school year and must choose where her 
happiness lies.

In 1994, two Gardas (police officers) in Cork are 
called in to check out a routine noise complaint in Dark 
Hours by Amy Jordan, but, instead, Julia Harte and 
Adrian Clancy become involved in a case of murder 
by a serial killer that will define their career and the 
bestselling book that follows. Thirty years later, Julia 
is a retired widow leading a quiet life in a small village 
when she is called back to seek a serial killer once again.

Forger’s Requiem by Bradford Morrow is the third 
in a series after The Forger (2015) and The Forger’s 
Daughter (2020). Each is a standalone novel. This story 
takes us to upstate New York, a village in Ireland, and 
London. It is a tale about forging literary masterpieces, 
especially Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and ends 
at Mary Shelley’s grave in Southern England. The 
publisher describes it as a thriller.

   For a change of format, how about a new cookbook 
that is a boxed set of recipe cards titled The Art of 
Mixology: Irish Pub Sips and Snacks: 50 Spirited 
Drinks and Food Recipe Cards? It combines recipes 
for best-loved pub food with traditional cocktails. 
Examples are Irish Soda Bread, Black Pot of Gold (pale 
beer topped with Guinness Stout), Shepherd’s Pie, Irish 
Coffee, and more. All recipes are fully illustrated with 
food and drink pairings for gatherings. 

Irish Times list of Best Books of the 21st Century 
countdown (65-61): Shadowplay by Joseph 
O’Connor, Show Them a Good Time by Nicole 
Flattery, Winterwood by Patrick McCabe, The Truth 
Commissioner by David Park, and Tatty by Christine 
Dwyer Hickey. 

A website for the complete list is: https://746books.
com/2025/03/17/the-100-best-irish-books-of-the-21st-
century/ (or https//tinyurl.com/3dpy5389). 

For more reading suggestions: www.padraicpearsecenter.weebly.com. 
Happy Reading!

HE SAID. . .SHE SAID. . .
Donna Baioni and The Membership

Cheers to all our New Year’s celebrants!
Sarah O’Brien, January 2; Teresa McCorkle, 

January 3; Brianna Byrne, Sandi Sakenes, and 
Catherine Zbiegien, January 4; Maeve Carroll, 
January 6; Linda Walsh, January 7; Peter Joyce, 
January 8; Sharon Spinks, January 9; Debbie Lind, 
January 10; Brian Hart, January 12; Debbie Wachter, 
January 13; Mary Kay Cervenik, January 18; Brigid 
Campbell, January 20; Colette O’Linn, January 23; 
Martha Byrne, January 24; Meg Cosgriff , January 
25: Pattie Byrne, January 27; Mary Cosgriff, is 98 
years young, January 28; Gracie Giancola, January 31. 
Belated birthday wishes to Thomas P. Meaney who 
celebrated with 96 candles on December 17.

Happy Anniversary to Jim & Carolynn Evers, 
January 22. 

Get well wishes to Mary Jo Gurry who had rotator 
cuff surgery on December 11. 

Best wishes to Maureen McGuire for the 
reconstruction of her house after the fire damage on 
December 8, 2025.
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To Join our Club Parade Units
Our Parade Units will begin practice on Sunday January 4, 2026

at 11:00 am and continue every Sunday till the parade.
For more information contact:

Jack McDonough Fife & Drum Corp – Peggy Voll 216-244-1521
Pom Pom Unit – Mary Alice Curran 440-665-8110

Flag Corp – Josie Holody 216-280-7858
Pom Pom Unit – Vaiva Neary 216-394-8840
Float Committee – Bob Henry 216-402-3062

Thank You for an
Amazing Halloween Party!
Dear Friends,

   A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our 

Halloween celebration! Your creativity, energy, and 
spooky spirit made the night unforgettable. From the 
hauntingly good music to the frightfully fun costume 
contest it was a fantastic time because of all of you.

   Special congratulations to our costume contest 
winners — your outfits were absolutely boo-tiful 
and fang-tastic! Whether you went for scary, silly, 
or sparkly, everyone truly brought their A-game this 
year.

   We also want to extend our deepest thanks to the 
Halloween Committee — Marie Kilbane, Lisa 
Hudson, and Nick Olivo — for all their hard work 
and creativity in making the event so special. Your 
efforts behind the scenes brought everything together 
perfectly! Special thanks also to Katie McCluskey, 
Mary McCluskey, Sue McGill and Joe Ward.

   We’re already looking forward to Halloween 2026 
and can’t wait to see what you all come up with next! 
Until then, thank you again for making this year’s 
party such a wicked success.

   With appreciation and pumpkin spice, Tara Miller

From the President
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season 

and I wish you all a very happy and healthy 
New Year. Our club continues to stay busy, and 
we are always looking for exciting events and 
entertainment to bring to our members. 

I would especially like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to each one of our fantastic volunteers. 
We are fortunate to have so many dedicated 
individuals who give their time to keep our club 
running strong. We wouldn’t be here without you, 
and our events simply wouldn’t happen without 
your tireless efforts.

Our Green Season will be here soon! We have 
wonderful events planned this year with great 
entertainment. Make sure to mark your calendars 
starting with entertainment in the Phil Walsh 
Cabaret room Sunday January 18 with the Ryan 
McCombe Trio from New York. 

Our biggest event of the year, the club's 48th 
Anniversary Dance, is on Saturday January 
24 with Mary's Lane. Get your tickets early as 
this is always a special night where we reminisce 
about our 48-year history.

Watch for more details on all upcoming events 
and remember to secure your tickets early. Thank 
you once again for all that you do! 

Happy New Year!
Mary Alice Curran, President 
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From the Great Pretenders Lip Sync Show!
A HUGE thank you to the incredible cast and crew of the Great Pretenders Lip Sync Show!
Your talent, energy, creativity, and hard work lit up the stage and made this year’s show unforgettable. Every performance, 

every laugh, every behind – the- scenes effort- none of it went unnoticed. You truly brought the magic!
A special thank you to the following members of our club that participated in the cast or crew.
Bree Gurry, Linnea Meaney, Sue McGill, Mike Gronick, Mike Stanton, Casey Hatcher, Tom Cosgriff, Greg Cosgriff, Brendan 

Cosgriff, Jackie Brennan, Sean Koltiska, Sean King, Nat & Dani Pajak, Missy Lewis, Colleen Laffey, Dave Clemens, Laurel Risko, 
Pat Baroni, Dana Zarcone, Joe Ward, Mary Ward Clarkin, Mary Joyce, Pam Curiale, Christine Molle, Meg Cosgriff, Tim Molle, 
Brad & Allyson Moneymaker, Natalie Flynn, Wayne LeClair, Mary Kay Malone, Annie Bowen, and Wes Feathers.

Our very young at heart performer Mary Cosgriff, almost 98!!, performed for the second year in a row! 
Your enthusiasm and spirit are the heart of this event, and your support helps make it such a fun and cherished tradition. 

Thank you all for giving us a night full of music, joy, and fantastic memories. 
Thank you to Club members who came to the show to support us. Last year’s show gained new members to our club, because 

they specifically wanted to be a part of the show!
**Thank you to Mary Alice Curran and Linda Carney who sold tickets at the door, ran 50/50 raffle and door prize raffle. Special 

thanks to Mary McCluskey and Linnea Meaney who decorated the hall so beautifully. 
Stay Tuned for next year’s Great Pretenders Show, as we have some fun ideas for performances planned you won’t want 

to miss!!
From our Cast and Crew, we’d like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year filled with cherished 

memories, good health, prosperity and JOY! 
Slainte’
Betty Cosgriff (Director)

The Great Pretenders - Lip Sync Show Highlights
Betty Cosgriff

If you missed the Great Pretenders Lip Sync show this year, you 
missed an exceptional evening of entertainment, featuring talented 
club members performing music and songs from several decades, 
spanning from the 1940s to the present.

Our Master of Ceremony, Bree Gurry, entertained the crowd 
with her creative costume changes for each decade and her witty 
remarks, as well as providing engaging background information on 
each "band" or "artist" songs before they took the stage.

A highlight for me in the show was my dear mother-in-law, Mary 
Cosgriff, affectionately known as "Nana Mary", singing alongside 
her daughter Meg, the song "Mama He's Crazy" by the Judds. 
Notably, Nana Mary is approaching the remarkable age of 98. She 
has a heart of gold and the spirit of a young woman.

Special thank you to the following members who 
worked tirelessly to make this show the best it could be! 
Mike Gronick - sound; Mike Stanton - lights; Allyson Moneymaker 
– videography; Dominic Ferlito- videography /photography; Tom 
Cosgriff - props/back drops; Mary McCluskey and Linnea Meaney 
- hall set up; Meg Cosgriff - Linda Carney- Mary Alice Curran – 
admission, raffles etc.

And of course all the wonderful performers, about 40 in total, 
who lip synced and acted like the original artists.

Stay tuned for next year’s show!

SAVE THE DATE
UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

•	 Sunday January 3 - the first parade unit practice 

•	 Sunday January 18 - The Ryan McCombe Trio 
from New York - Phil Walsh Room

•	 Saturday January 24 - Our 48th Anniversary 
Dance featuring Mary's Lane

•	 Sunday February 22 - St. Patrick's Season - 
kickoff with the New Barleycorn

•	 Friday February 27 - Fish Fry 

•	 Sunday March 1 - Corned Beef & Cabbage 

•	 Friday March 6 - Fish Fry

•	 Sunday March 8 - Family Day

•	 Friday March 13 - Fish Fry

•	 Saturday March 14 - Guinness & Harp night

•	 Monday March 16 - Irish Coffee night

•	 Tuesday March 17 – ST. PATRICK’S DAY  
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New Year's Resolutions
	Perform random acts of kindness

	Stop gossiping

	Give Compliments instead of complaints

	Try to declutter one room per week

	Volunteer - acts of selflessness are great for 
your mental health

	Write down one thing you're thankful for daily

	Take the stairs instead of the elevator

	Send a handwritten letter or card to someone 
for their birthday

	Pay it forward, it does two hearts good

	Talk Less, Listen More

At the Club 
Sunday, January 18th

The Ryan McCombe Trio
from New York

Fresh off his album release, Ryan McCombe brings 
his trio - with Anna Bosnick (fiddle) and Dan Vaughn 
(flute/whistle) to Ohio for a celebration of Irish music 
and songs. Ryan McCombe is one of New York City’s 
most exciting multi-instrumentalist Celtic musicians on 
the scene today. Raised in Yonkers, NY, Ryan absorbed 
Irish and Irish American music through the thriving New 
York Trad Scene, rising through the ranks as a Champi-
on step dancer. Now a sought-after singer and guitarist 
on the New York City circuit, Ryan’s debut EP - My Side 
of the Ocean - is a modern take on classic songs with a 
guitar and banjo-forward drive, with guest appearanc-
es from some of North America’s best trad musicians. 
When he’s not playing tunes & singing, Ryan can be 
found adjudicating dancing or playing music all over 
North America for the Irish Dance circuit.

In the Phil Walsh Room at 6 pm at no charge! Bring a 
dessert to share.
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HEADLINES and DEADLINES
  If you would like to submit an article for The Schanachie, the deadline 
for the February issue is January 5. You may continue to send your 
articles to the Club or you may email them to Schanachie@gmail.com. 
Submission time is not the only criteria for inclusion and we reserve 
the right to edit due to content and space. If you have any questions 
call Ann Turk at 440.943.3088 or Mary Alice Curran at 440.665.8110.

Monthly Membership Meetings
Members are allowed to bring a

dessert for the monthly meetings.
Month
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE

Letter
A & B
C & D
E & F
G, H & I
J, K & L
M

Month
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Letter
N & O
P, Q & R
S
T, U & V
W, X, Y & Z
All Members

Club Rental Information
The Irish American Club East Side is available for gatherings of all 
sizes. We can host your party, shower, luncheon, wedding, banquet, or 
fundraiser. The upper hall can accommodate up to 500 people depending 
on setup. The lower level Phil Walsh Cabaret Room can seat up to 130 
guests. If you wish to rent the Phil Walsh Cabaret Room you may bring in 
your own food or you have the option of using one of our club caterers. 
To reserve either the upper hall or the Phil Walsh Cabaret Room, contact 
Mary McCluskey at 216.978.4926, Linnea Meaney at 216.870.9404.

“In Memoriam” Plaque
   In the lower hall there is an “In Memoriam” Plaque with 
the names of deceased members of the Club listed. If you 
have a friend or loved one that was a member of the Club 
and has passed away and you would like their name to be 
included on this Plaque, you can send their name and a 
check for $50 made out to the Irish American Club: or you 
can contact Linda Walsh at 216.538.1358.

Membership Has Its Privileges
There were 145 members signed in at the Dec. 8, 2025 

meeting.
If you paid your dues, but are not receiving The Schanachie, 

contact Membership Secretary, Mandy Hill 440.694.5676. 
The Schanachie is available online on the Club website 
(eastsideirish.org) and on our Facebook page (IACES). 

If you have a child 18 years old coming off your membership, 
we have a student membership $20 per year.

 Welcome New Members: Dana Zarcone, Zachary Corcoran, 
John Fink and Kelly Welsh, Dave and Kaeli Stringer, and Gregg 
Wilson.

Dec monthly
drawing

Member Patrick Reilly #1760 was not present at the 
December 8 membership meeting and did not win 
$1,383. Attend the January 12 meeting and sign in for a 
chance to WIN $1,647.

Attention all handy men & women!
Looking for a chance to volunteer at the Irish 
American Club? We need skilled members to 
help take care of small repairs/painting. If you 
would be interested, please contact me, Robert 
Hill, 440-571-2572.
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Published by the Irish American Club * East Side Inc.
Mary Alice Curran, Chairman

Editor: Ann Turk (440.943.3088)
Circulation: Pat Homan (440.946.6232)

Contributing Editors: Donna Baioni, Karen Hansen
        Rosemary Nugent, Brigid Gurry, Dale Crowley

Graphic Artist: Wes D. Feathers

Executive Board Members 2025-2026

Club Website:
www.eastsideirish.org

Irish American Club: 216.731.4003
Pub: 216.731.1189

Club Fax: 216.731.6120
WiFi: Username-Irish American Club Guest

Password: Guinness@22770
Schanachie: schanachie@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/IACES/

Mary Alice Curran� 440.665.8110
Linda Carney	�  216.316.3962
Christine Mahaffey� 216.633.9091
Bill Cervenik� 216.314.7942
Mandy Hill� 440.694.5676
Nancy Swidas� 440.227.1423
Robert Hill	�  440.571.2572
Casey Hatcher	�  216.272.9973
Wes Feathers	�  614.746.0317

President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Members at Large

Sunshine Club
If you know of a member who is sick or if there has been 
a death in the family, Mary Kay Malone, Chairperson 
of the Sunshine Club, will try and send a card on behalf 
of the Club. You can contact Mary Kay at 216.337.4356 
or send her an e-mail mkm1159@yahoo.com with the 
member’s information.

Pub Hours for Fall & Winter
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

CLOSED
CLOSED

6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm

12:30 pm - 11 pm
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www.daggsasphalt.com

 
 
 

Construction Company 
992 E. 185th St, Cleveland 

  
“The Gentlemen Roofers” 
gentlemenroofers@gmail.com 

McMahon-Coyne-Vitantonio

Funeral
HomesVMC

440-942-0700
www.MCVFuneralHomes.com

Mickey Coyne
Tony Vitantonio

Kevin Coyne

Willoughby  •  Mentor,
The Abbey of Willoughby

3 Convenient Loca ons
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Schanachie_Ad-MCV.ai   1   2/11/2025   4:32:01 PMSchanachie_Ad-MCV.ai   1   2/11/2025   4:32:01 PM

440-954-9030

Everything Irish & More

38015 Euclid Ave. Willoughby OH 44094

www.PlantMagicFlorist.com www.MyShamrockShop.com

2 stores in 1 convenient location 

Michelle Morgan - owner and operator
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Plant_Magic_Schanachie_Ad.ai   1   2/11/2025   3:51:44 PMPlant_Magic_Schanachie_Ad.ai   1   2/11/2025   3:51:44 PM
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Dalton Media Marketing
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Friendship Unity Christian Charity

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is the oldest and largest Irish-Catholic national organization fostering friendship, unity, 
and Christian charity among its members, and promoting the enduring principles of Irish heritage and nationality

Hibernian News
Friendship Unity Christian 

Charity
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is the oldest and largest Irish-Catholic national organization fostering 

friendship, unity, and Christian charity among its members, and promoting the enduring principles of Irish 
heritage and nationality.

Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH): Bluestone Division
Upcoming Events: 
Hibernian Mass - Sunday, January 18, 2026    St Aloysius Church   10am Mass 
10932 St Clair Ave Cleveland 44108. Breakfast to follow at a restaurant to be named later.

11th Annual Scholarship Reverse Raffle - Sunday, February 1, 2026    
Irish American Club-East Side, 22770 Lakeshore Blvd, Euclid Ohio 44123 
Open 2:00pm Cocktails, 3:00pm Dinner and 4:00pm Raffle  $2.500 Main Board 
$80 per Main Board ticket includes open bar and dinner, $20 extra for MB ticket 
$60 ticket Dinner and Drinks only   Side and Banger Boards 50/50 Raffle during event  
Contact Tim Neary for tickets  Cell 440-382-0669     Email  nearytim@gmail.com 

St Malachi Run – St Malachi Church 2459 Washington Ave: Benefits St Malachi Ministries 
Saturday, March 14, 2026 2 Mile and 5 Mile Run    Volunteers needed 
Contact website, click on volunteer to register. Additional sponsors are also needed. Churchrun.com 

INTERESTED IN JOINING AOH BLUESTONE DIVISION? Monthly meetings for members only are held the 
third Monday of the month at 7:30pm at the Irish American Club—East Side (upper hall).  
Annual membership dues are $50 (free membership for college students or over the age of 70) 
Contact: Bob Mullin, President, 216-538-7035 or bobbymulls@yahoo.com 

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians (LAOH): Deirfiur of Charity Division
The Deirfiur of Charity Division held the 4th Annual Diaper Drive & Chili Cookoff on Sunday, November 9th. The event 
raised $2,500 plus 6,573 diapers and 33 packages of baby wipe for Laura’s Home. 

Reminder: The Deirfiur of Charity Division is collecting non-perishable food items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry at St. John of the Cross Church in Euclid. Items of greatest need include cereal, pasta, canned meat, and peanut 
butter. Collection boxes are available at the Irish American Club—East Side. 

Monthly LAOH meetings for members only are held the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm at the Irish American 
Club—East Side (lower hall). Annual membership fees are $30. 
Contact: Sarah O’Brien, President, 216-337-9004 or obriendirk@gmail.com
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Contact clefeispres@gmail.com if interested in volunteering
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