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which may surprise some, but not those who know him well.
   After high school Bob attended The Ohio State University. His attire 
lets people know he is a proud Buckeye alum. Take for example his 
signature OSU polo. In Fitz’s opinion, it is very versatile. He believes 
it can be worn casually with a pair of shorts or add a velour smoking 

jacket and it is suitable dinner attire at 
Ashford Castle in Ireland. This of course 
was much to his traveling companion’s 
dismay.
   He married Shelly Gardner on September 
14, 1996, and on March 10, 1999, Daddy’s 
little girl, Gabrielle, was born. The family 
resides in Euclid.
   If Bob is not helping here at the Irish 
American Club, or at a friend or family’s 
home, he is most likely at his personal 
slice of heaven, their cottage in Andover.
   For many years, volleyball was Bob’s 
passion. He played in several men’s 
leagues for both the city of Euclid and 
Turners. He coached both CYO and JO 
and helped found the Utopia Beach Club 
Junior Olympics Club.
   Bob retired in 2017 from the State of 
Ohio where he was a tax auditor for over 
30 years. After retirement, he spent most 
days caring for his father with the help of 
his siblings. These days, meeting up with 
friends and family for morning coffee or a 
few beers at night is some of his favorite 
time spent. He even claims he plays a 
weekly round of golf.

   Fitz is a long-time member of the Irish American Club East Side. He 
has co-chaired the 317 Raffle since its inception, he has volunteered 
as a bartender, and shows up on Tuesday for club clean up and chaired 
the OSU vs. Michigan party. “Banger Boards”, which have been used 
at many events to help raise money for the club over the years, was 
his brilliant contribution.
   He is also a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, Bluestone 
Division where he serves as an officer and their delegate to the United 
Irish Society.
   Whether it is something that is needed to be done here at the club, 
or if there is a friend or family that needs a helping hand, Bob can 
always be counted on to be there for you. Ask those that know and 
love him; they will tell you he is the best big brother, cousin, father, 
friend, husband, and sport anyone could ask for. The fact that Fitz has 
never met a stranger tells you what a generous and welcoming soul 
he is. The Irish American Club East Side is proud to recognize Bob 
Fitzgerald as its 2024 Member of the Year.

Mary C. MCCluskey
The Executive Board is happy to have chosen Mary C. McCluskey 

as our 2024 Member of the Year. Mary was born December 16 to Nora 
and Thomas Hastings from County Mayo, 
Ireland. She has loved and studied Irish 
music and customs since early childhood, 
dancing with the Gaelic League Society 
Dancers along with her sister Norine and 
brothers Thomas and Frank.  

Mary attended St. Philomena Grade 
School and Ursuline Sacred Heart 
Academy in East Cleveland. When 
she was a high school freshman Mary 
joined the West Side Irish American 
Club’s Ladies Drill Team.  By 1962 she 
became the leader of the Drill Team and 
continued for over 50 years, known as 
“Sergeant Major” before handing over 
the reins to her daughter Katie. She was 
very instrumental in assisting her sister 
Norine and Heather O’Brien with the 
Irish American Club East Side Ladies 
Drill Team.  

In 1962 Mary met her husband Joe 
at the West Side Irish American Club 
and they were married February 3, 
1962. Mary & Joe had seven children, 
Mary, Christine, Kevin, Tom, Tricia, 
Maureen, and Katie. She is so proud of 
her grandchildren, Andrew and Patrick 
Philion, Sean, Meghan, and Cara 
O’Donnell. She has passed along her love of her Irish heritage to her 
family and enjoys traveling to the Irish Dance Feis’s to watch her 
granddaughters Meghan and Cara compete.

For the past few years Mary has been handling the Club’s hall 
rentals and our Tuesday Ladies Cleaning Crew. You will never see her 
at a Club function where she isn’t walking around doing something. 
We thank her for all that she has done and continues to do for our 
Club.

robert (Fitz) t. Fitzgerald
   Robert Thomas Fitzgerald (Bob) is better known as “Fitz” to all 
who know him. He is the eldest of six children born to Robert and 
Corrine (Quinlan). His siblings include Jeanne, Mary Alice, Kathleen, 
Sharon, and Sean. He attended St. Paul School in Euclid and then 
attended St. Joseph High School. Bob earned the rank of Eagle Scout, 

Congratulations to our 2024 Members of the Year
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Padraic Pearse Center
the day with John Vura, Jimmy Peppard, Emma Hastings 
& Ann Turk, February 14; Crystal Cosgriff, February 18; 
Rosemary Nugent, February 20; Colin Hatcher, February 22; 
and Erin Ryant, February 26;
   Happy anniversary to Tom & Margie Drew, February 13; Sheila 
& Tom Kropf, February 20; Johannah & Alex McMahon, 
February 22.  
   Nora McGreal’s son wants us to wish her a very happy belated 
birthday, from December 5.
  Our condolences to the families of the following who died 
recently: Helene Chambers, Betty Gilmore, Betty McArthur, 
John Reilly, Mike Murphy, Bill Conkey, Sean McGarry, and 
Judy Sullivan’s brother.

To have your important events included in this column, please write them 
on the flyers found on the tables at the membership meetings, or call Ann 
Turk at 440.943.3088, or email schanachie@gmail.com. 

BOOK BUZZ
Bonnie Easton

   New books from bestselling authors have been released recently.
   Nora Roberts is the grande dame of writing romance and 
suspense with a paranormal twist. She is starting a new series 
called the Lost Bride Trilogy. The first book is Inheritance about 
Sonya Mactavish, a spunky young woman in Boston who breaks 
up with her cheating fiancé and quits her job with the graphic 
design firm where they both worked. Coincidentally, she inherits a 
spooky mansion in Maine from her father’s twin brother whom she 
had never met and moves there. Of course, the house is haunted, 
and her dreams become filled with the stories of the murders of 
young brides. The dreams provide clues as to how she can break 
the curse. She must live in the house for three years to collect her 
inheritance.
   Long Island: A Novel by Colm Toibin is the long-awaited sequel 
to his bestseller Brooklyn (2009). The author revisits Eilis Lacey 
and her husband, Tony Fiorello, 20 years later in 1976 on Long 
Island where they live with their two teenagers. Her husband’s 
relatives surround them in the same neighborhood. Tony owns a 
plumbing business, and she is a bookkeeper. One day, an Irishman 
shows up at her door and tells her that that his wife is expecting 
Tony’s child. He tells her that when the baby is born, he will leave 
it on her doorstep. Eilis is distraught and decides to visit the home 
of her birth and reconnect with her family. She wants nothing to 
do with Tony’s child, and she sees her old flame again, Jim Farrell, 
in her hometown. As they rekindle their relationship, he fails 
to mention that he is engaged to her best friend. A love triangle 
develops.
   Some of Us Are Looking is the second installment of Carlene 
O’Connor’s County Kerry Mystery series. The first book is No 
Strangers Here. The setting is the beautiful Dingle Peninsula on 
the southwest coast of Ireland. The crime solvers are Detective 
Sergeant Cormac O’Brien and veterinarian Dimpna Wilde. Not 
in O’Connor’s usual cozy mystery style, this book is darker and 
more sinister than her other popular series. A caravan of young 
RV travelers selling their wares are camping nearby when an 
elderly local is killed in a hit-and-run accident. Animals are found 
mutilated. One of the young campers is found dead, tied to a tree 
with a rabbit’s foot wrapped around her wrist and her left hand 
missing. Dimpna is horrified at what is happening to the animals, 
but more horrified that there may be a serial killer on the loose. 
O’Brien and the vet join forces to investigate.
   More reading suggestions can be found at PadraicPearseCenter.
weebly.com. Happy Reading!

HE SAID. . .SHE SAID. . .
Donna Baioni and The Membership

   Happy February birthday to friends Bill Dodd and Cormac 
Joyce, February 2; Owen Piotrowski, February 3; Joe Capuzzo, 
February 10; Reilly Gallagher, February 11; Cindy Preto, 
February 13; happy 1st birthday to Cillian Cooper who celebrates 

St. Patrick’S Day raffle
Our biggest fundraiser of the year is upon us and we 
look forward to making this a huge success.  It’s our 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day Raffle.  We are currently 
looking for volunteers to sell tickets at all of our many 
upcoming events.  If you can help at all please contact, 
Annie Bowen at 216-870-0268 or Linda Walsh at 
216-538-1358.  We will also have signup sheets at the 
January membership meeting.

1st prize is $5,000.00
2nd prize is $2,500.00
3rd prize is $1,700.00
4th and 5th prize is $317.00

Drawing will be held on March 17, 2024 at 8:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
Padriac Pearse Center’s Ladies Only Basket Raffle

Sunday, April 21, 2024

irish set danCe sessions
Start the new year off right with Irish set dancing 

and get the bonus of great exercise at the same time. 
An 8-week dance session will begin Wednesday, 
January 17 from 7-9 p.m. in the Phil Walsh Cabaret 
Room.
Contact Eileen Connell at 216-496-7104 or eileen.

connell@gmail.com; or Rasa Chambers at 216-496-
9013 or rasachambers@gmail.com for information 
and/or to let them know if you are planning on 
attending.
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february
Sunday, February 11

Super Bowl in the Pub. Bring your own food.

Monday, February 12
General Membership Meeting – Main Hall
Doors open at 6 pm, meeting begins at 7:30 pm.
Club store will be open.
Cash bar.

Friday, February 16
Lenten Fish Fry – Main Hall
Every Friday from February 16 thru March 29
$16 dinner choices: 2 pc Fried Cod, 2pc Baked Cod, 8pc Fried Shrimp, or 8pc Blackend Shrimp.
All dinners include roll and butter, coleslaw, coffee, dessert and two of the following sides:
french fries, macaroni and cheese, or vegetable.
$5 weekly rotating side special (A la carte) options include: pierogies with grilled onions and sour cream, 
cabbage and noodles, or clam chowder.
$8 children’s dinner choices: macaroni and cheese plus one side; grilled cheese plus one side;
1pc fish plus one side; 4 shrimp plus one side. Dessert, roll and butter included.
Options include a beer battered fish sandwich with fries for $8 or a weekly special.  
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 – 7:30 pm
Music by Ballinloch 5:30 – 9 pm
Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Sunday, February 25
Kick Off to St. Patrick’s Day – Phil Walsh Cabaret Room
Doors open at 4:30 pm
$10/members; $15/guests
Tickets sold at the door.  
Music by The New Barleycorn from 5 – 8 pm
Bring your own snacks.• Cash bar.

IRISH AMERICAN CLUB EAST SIDE, INC.
2024 St. Patrick’s Season Schedule of Events

The Executive Board of the Irish American Club East Side wishes you and your families a wonderful 
and safe St. Patrick’s Day season. We invite you to enjoy your Club and the quality events that we’ve 
planned. Every member is welcome to march in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Please remember to carry your 
membership card with you at all times. Contact Membership Secretary, Mary Alice Curran, for membership 
information and cards. You can reach Mary Alice at 440-665-8110 or maryalicefitz@gmail.com.
St. Patrick’s Day Raffle: 1st prize $5,000; 2nd prize $2,500; 3rd prize $1,700; 4th & 5th prizes $317. 
Drawing is March 17, 2024 at 8 pm. Tickets are $20 each.
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March
Friday, March 1

Lenten Fish Fry (See February 16 for full menu) – Main Hall
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 – 7:30 pm
Music by Mary Agnes Kennedy
Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Sunday, March 3
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner – Main Hall
Doors open at 12:30 pm. with dinner served from 1 – 5 pm
$15/adults; $10/children
Admittance only with a dinner reservation.
Reservations must be made and paid by Wednesday, February 28.
For reservations: visit our website eastsideirish.org to purchase tickets or contact ticket chairperson: 
Meg Cosgriff at 216-513-5161 or mcosgriff125@gmail.com.
Club units and Irish dance schools will perform throughout the day.
No food or beverages may be brought into the club. 
Music by Crawley & Sofranko downstairs from 6 – 9:30 pm.
Cash bar.

Friday, March 8
Lenten Fish Fry (See February 16 for full menu) – Main Hall
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.
Music by Andrew McManus and Friends
Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Saturday, March 9
Harp & Guinness Night – Main Hall
Doors open at 7 pm. Music from 8 – 11 pm.
$20/members; $30/guests
For reservations: visit our website eastsideirish.org to purchase tickets or contact ticket chairperson: Meg 
Cosgriff at 216-513-5161 or mcosgriff125@gmail.com.
Music by The Fenians
Bring your own snacks. • Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Sunday, March 10
Family Day – Main Hall
This is a members only event.
Doors open at 1 pm. Entertainment by Nick McGill from 1 – 5 pm. 
$10/adults; children are free. Tickets sold at the door.
NO reserved tables.
Club units and Irish dance schools will perform throughout the day.
Family-priced food will be available for purchase. No food or beverages may be brought into the Club. 
Snacks for children permitted.
Music by Ballinloch from 5:30 – 9 pm.  • Cash bar.
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March
Monday, March 11

General Membership Meeting – Main Hall
Doors open at 5:30 pm. Meeting begins at 7:30 pm.
Club units and Irish dance schools will begin performing at 6:30 pm.
Food will be available for purchase from 5:30 -7:30 pm.  • Cash bar.

Tuesday, March 12
Music by Screaming Orphans
Doors open at 7 pm. Music starts at 8 pm
$20/members, $30/guests
Tickets can be purchased at the door or online. • Cash bar.

Friday, March 15
Lenten Fish Fry (See February 16 for full menu) – Main Hall
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.
Music by The Duelling Dames
Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Saturday, March 16
Irish Coffee Night – Main Hall
Doors open at 6 pm. Music begins at 7 pm. 
$15/members, $25/guests
Reservations needed if reserving a table.
For reservations: visit our website eastsideirish.org to purchase tickets or contact ticket chairperson: Meg 
Cosgriff at 216-513-5161 or mcosgriff125@gmail.com.
Music by Brigid’s Cross
Food available for purchase. • Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Sunday, March 17 - Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
St. Patrick’s Day Mass - Ss. Robert and William Church. 
Mass begins at 10 am. All parade units are to meet at Church at 9:30 am. Everyone must find 
transportation from the church to the IACES.

Buses to the Parade 
The St. Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Sunday, March 17 at 2:04 pm. There are buses available 
for anyone wishing to leave from and return to the IACES. Buses will be boarded at 12:45 pm and leave 
the IACES at 1pm. Cost is $15 per person. Tickets must be paid by the March 11 General Membership 
Meeting. Contact Erin Waite to make your reservation for the bus at 440-796-6791 or erinwaite207@
gmail.com. 

St. Patrick’s Day
Music by Nick McGill from 3 – 7 pm.
Music by Custy and McNamara from 7 – 10:30 pm.
No charge for members. $10/guests.
Food will be available for purchase from 3 – 8 pm. 
Pub is closed
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General Information
There will be no saving or holding of tables. If you leave the IACES, please take your belongings with 
you. The IACES is not responsible for items. No coolers or beverages of any kind may be brought into the 
IACES. All beverages must be purchased at the IACES.

The Pub will observe normal hours during the St. Patrick’s Day Season. The Pub will be closed for Fish 
Fries, Harp & Guinness Night, Irish Coffee Night, and St. Patrick’s Day.

Fish Fries continued...

Friday, March 22 – Main Hall
Lenten Fish Fry (See February 16 for full menu)
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.
Music by Crawley & Sofranko
Cash bar. Pub is closed.

Friday, March 29 – Main Hall
Lenten Fish Fry (See February 16 for full menu)
$16/adults; $8/children
Dinner will be served from 5:30 - 7:30 pm.
Music TBD
Cash bar. Pub is closed.
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HEADLINES and DEADLINES
    If you would like to submit an article for The Schanachie, 

the deadline for the March issue is February 5. You may 
continue to send your  articles to the Club or you may email 
them to Schanachie@gmail.com. Submission time is not 
the only criteria for inclusion and we reserve the right to 
edit due to content and space. If you have any questions call 
Ann Turk at 440.943.3088 or Linda Walsh at 216.538.1358.

Monthly Membership Meetings
  Members are allowed to bring a

dessert for the monthly meetings.
Month
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE

Letter
A & B
C & D
E & F
G, H & I
J, K & L
M

Month
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Letter
N & O
P, Q & R
S
T, U & V
W, X, Y & Z
All Members

Club Rental Information
The Irish American Club East Side is available for gatherings 
of all sizes. We can host your party, shower, luncheon, wedding, 
banquet, or fundraiser. The upper hall can accommodate up to 500 
people depending on setup. The lower level Phil Walsh Cabaret 
Room can seat up to 130 guests. If you wish to rent the Phil Walsh 
Cabaret Room you may bring in your own food or you have the 
option of using one of our club caterers. To reserve either the upper 
hall or the Phil Walsh Cabaret Room, contact Mary McCluskey at 
216.978.4926, Linnea Meaney at 216.870.9404.

Tune In To Irish Radio
WHK AM 1420 – Gerry Quinn’s Irish Radio, Sun. 10:00-Noon

(Cleveland) https://whkradio.com/
WHK AM 1420 – The Hooley Hour, Sun. 5:00-6:00 PM

(Cleveland) https://whkradio.com/
WGTE FM 91.3 – Thistle & Shamrock, Sun. 7:00-8:00 PM

(Toledo) https://thistleradio.com/
WOBC FM 91.5 – All Things Irish, Tues, 6:00-8:00 PM

(Oberlin) https://www.wobc.org/
WCBE FM 90.5 – Toss The Feathers, Sat, 4:00-6:00 PM

(Columbus) https://www.wcbe.org

Membership Has Its Privileges
    There were 139 members signed in at the January 8 meeting.

If you paid your dues, but are not receiving The Schanachie, 
contact Membership Secretary, Mary Alice Curran 440.665.8110. 
The Schanachie is available online on the Club website 
(eastsideirish.org) and on our Facebook page (IACES). 

 If you have a child 18 years of age who has come off your 
Family Membership, we have a membership rate of $20 per year 
until s/he reaches age 21.

Welcome new members: Michael Costello, Courtney Fellows, 
Kevin Burkett, Yvonne Sadar, Andrew Freeman and James 
Vukcevic. 

“In Memoriam” Plaque
   In the lower hall there is an “In Memoriam” Plaque with 
the names of deceased members of the Club listed. If you 
have a friend or loved one that was a member of the Club 
and has passed away and you would like their name to be 
included on this Plaque, you can send their name and a 
check for $50 made out to the Irish American Club: or you 
can contact Linda Walsh at 216.538.1358.

      January
            monthly drawing

     Member Gerald Quinn #21CFA was at the January 8 
membership meeting and did win $572. Attend the 
February 12 meeting and sign in for a chance to WIN $200. 

Winner!
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Executive Board Members 2023-2024

Club Website:
www.eastsideirish.org

Irish American Club: 216.731.4003
Pub: 216.731.1189

Club Fax: 216.731.6120
WiFi: Username-Irish American Club Guest

Password: Guinness@22770
Schanachie: schanachie@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/IACES/

Linda Walsh 216.538.1358
Debbie Arth 216.571.0874
Christine Mahaffey 216.633.9091
Bill Cervenik 216.314.7942
Mary Alice Curran 440.665.8110
Pam Curiale 440.278.9235
Wes Feathers  614.746.0317
Kathleen Banc  216.215.1199
Eileen Laffey  216.287.2094

President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Secretary
Members at Large

Sunshine Club
If you know of a member who is sick or if there has been 
a death in the family, Mary Kay Malone, Chairperson 
of the Sunshine Club, will try and send a card on behalf 
of the Club. You can contact Mary Kay at 216.337.4356 
or send her an e-mail mkm1159@yahoo.com with the 
member’s information.

Pub Hours for Fall & Winter
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

CLOSED
CLOSED

6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
6 pm - 11 pm
1 pm - 11 pm
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www.daggsasphalt.com

 
 
 

Construction Company 
992 E. 185th St, Cleveland 

  
“The Gentlemen Roofers” 
gentlemenroofers@gmail.com 
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Celebrating Irish traditions since 1957
Volunteers Welcome

Noreen Halley — 216.671.1125
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